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Twelve-Year-Old wins Robert-James Sales Redbone@ Large 

 Sunrise/Sunset Tarpon Tourney 

ISLAMORADA -- Two youngsters captured prestigious prizes at the annual Robert-James 

Sales Redbone-at-Large Sunrise/Sunset Tarpon Tourney held April 15-17 in Islamorada. 

Twelve-year-old Leo Maass, a sixth grader from Houston, Texas, caught six tarpon over three 

morning and evening fishing excursions to win the event. His guide was Capt. Taylor Powell of 

Miami and his teammate was his father, Alex Maass. The pair won the grand champion team 

award as well. 

It was Leo’s first time fishing for tarpon. 

Six year-old Caleb Bokor also caught tarpon for the first time and placed first in the junior 

category. He fished with his father, Jim Bokor of Islamorada, and was guided by Capt. Richard 

Black of Islamorada. The young Bokor’s tarpon weighed more than he did. 

Leo Maass said he caught his first tarpon, which had an estimated weight of 50-60 pounds, 

April 16 in the afternoon using live bait on 20-pound test line. Capt. Powell said the tarpon 

jumped a few times -- acrobatic feats for which tarpon are known -- and then it took them 

beneath a bridge a couple times, which presents the danger of the line being cut by barnacles on 

the bridge pilings. However, the fish stayed on during a ten-minute fight and the team was on the 

scoreboard.  

The Maass team caught three of seven tarpon Saturday and three for three on Sunday to bring 

the team total to six. Because it is a team event, the elder Maass had to catch a tarpon in order for 

them to win and he made it happen at 8:50 a.m. on the tournament’s final morning of fishing. 

But Alex was not skunked on Saturday; he caught and released a black grouper as well. 

The young Maass said he fishes inshore and offshore in Galveston, Texas, and it was “the 

anxiety” that makes him enjoy fishing. His favorite fish to catch is now tarpon, he said, which 

puts him in the same company as legendary anglers Stu Apte and Andy Mill. 

The runner-up team was retired astronaut Bruce Melnick and John Timura of Islamorada. 

They caught five tarpon while fishing with Capt. Scott Keller of Islamorada. Melnick, who was 

the celebrity grand champion with two tarpon, has circumnavigated the earth 207 times. He said 

little Leo “gave us a lesson. We sat there and watched him catch four tarpon.” 

In all, 18 boats caught and released 25 tarpon in 13 hours of tournament fishing.  

Redbone Founder Gary Ellis thanked the sponsors and the guides who donate one of the two 

days of fishing to the Redbone’s mission to catch the cure for cystic fibrosis. The Sunrise/Sunset 

Tarpon Tournament kicked off at the Guy Harvey Outpost Islander Resort, fished out of the 

Lorelei and had the awards luncheon at the Islamorada Fishing Club. 
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Twelve-year-old Leo Maass of Houston caught his first tarpon with Capt. Taylor Powell of 

Miami. Along with one caught by his father Alex, the trio won the Robert-James Sales Redbone-

at-Large Sunrise/Sunset Tarpon Tourney held April 15-17 in Islamorada.    
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